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Hello! It is great to have finally started as the new General Fellowship Awards
Manager at Festivals House. I am really enjoying getting Membership Information 3
to know everyone and finding out more about all the The Patron’s Lunch
4
fantastic work that is going on out there. I started just Using Social Media
5
over a month ago and what a busy month it has been!
In Memory Of
5
Terry Luddington has been steadily handing over his
The Elena Cobb Star Prize 6
workload to me and I have been getting to know you
Safeguarding
6
through your calls and emails. I am really looking forward
to meeting many of you in person at our Annual Conference in Edinburgh on the
th
th
7 - 9 October 2016. The programme looks really exciting and it will be a great opportunity to come
together as an organisation to share, learn, reflect and enjoy!

Following Terry’s staff update in the last Newsletter in April, there are a couple of further staff changes
to update you on. I am pleased to announce that Terry will be staying on with the Federation as a
Business Development Manager for one day per week. This is fantastic news and will give the
organisation some extra capacity to grow and develop.
I am also pleased to announce that we have recruited Jazmine Linklater as our new Marketing/Office
Assistant. Jazmine will be working 3 days per week at Festivals House and will start with us from
mid-August 2016. The marketing element of Jazmine’s role will focus on improving our publications,
website and social media channels to ensure that we reach as many people as possible in the most
effective way. Jazmine will also provide general administrative support at Festivals House to make sure
that our members are well supported.
So, it is an exciting time and we have a packed Newsletter for you. I would like to thank you for all the
support I have received so far and I look forward to meeting you all very soon.
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2016 Annual Conference
The 2016 Annual Conference will take place at
The Carlton Hotel, Edinburgh from the 7th to 9th
October 2016. Our Conference Team have put together
a full programme and hopefully there is something of
interest for everyone involved in our Festivals over the
weekend.
Our guest speaker is Sir Anthony Seldon, a leading authority
on contemporary British history and education and
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Buckingham. A former
Master of Wellington College, Sir Anthony is author or editor
of over 40 books on contemporary history, politics and education and is the author on, and honorary
historical advisor to, Downing Street.
The Federation recently partnered with Federation Music Adjudicator, Fiona McLean-Buechel to promote
the use of Mindfulness techniques to help minimise performance anxiety and encourage greater
participation in our member Festivals. We are looking forward to Fiona’s session on “Mindfulness for
Performers and Educators” on Sunday morning. Her seminar aims to give you the tools to address tension
and anxiety issues in performance by demonstrating some practical relaxation techniques which help to
minimise anxiety and maximise learning and performance potential. You can read more about this
initiative at http://www.federationoffestivals.org.uk/mindfulness-for-performers-and-educators/.
We are proud to announce our inclusion session presented by Thursa Sanderson, Chief Executive of Drake
Music Scotland. Drake Music Scotland are the nation’s leading charity creating opportunities for
children and adults with disabilities to learn, compose and perform music independently. You can read
more about their vision at http://www.drakemusicscotland.org/.

Fellowship Awards
Fellows of the Federation are appointed from the Adjudicator members of the Federation. It is the highest
honour that the Federation can award its Adjudicators and was the brainchild of the immediate past Chair
of the Federation and now its President, Margaret Venables.
Nominations for Fellows can be made by:


Existing Fellows

the Federation Board

Festivals House

Festivals Council

Adjudicators Council

Individual members
If you are interested in making a nomination or in discussing a prospective nomination then you should
contact the Chair of the Fellows, Marilynne Davies, who will be able to give you the criteria for such an
appointment. Her contact details in the current Yearbook.
Nominees are voted on by the current Fellows and need a two thirds majority to be appointed. Do think
seriously about this important award and contact Marilynne (marilynnedavies@yahoo.co.uk) if you have
any questions.
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The Directory of Members (Yearbook) Updates
Updates to the Festivals information published in the Year Book:
Chelmsford Festival of Performing Arts
Jersey Eisteddfod
Kingston upon Hull Music Festival
Manx Competitive Music, Speech and Dance Festival
Orpington Festival of Dance

If you are a member of the Federation and require contact details
please call Festivals House.

Perform in Dumfries
Wyre Forest Dance Festival

Updates to the Adjudicators information published in the Year Book:
Edwina Lloyd

Speech Adjudicator

Louise Manders

Speech Adjudicator

Tish Nicoll

Speech Adjudicator

Francena Reston

Dance Adjudicator

Colin Touchin

Music Adjudicator

New Festival Members
We are delighted to announce that the following festival was awarded full membership status:

North Somerset Festival of Dance
May/June Annually
Festival Organiser: Mrs Lucy Ratnett
Contact details:
If you are a member of the Federation and require contact
details please call Festivals House.
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The Patron’s Lunch—Sunday 12 th June 2016
What a fabulous day…and no, not even the rain could dampen the spirits of some 10,000 party-goers.
Over 600 charities of which Her Majesty is Patron gathered together on The Mall to celebrate her 90 th
Birthday. Rain poncho’s issued, commemorative cup and saucer received and that all important hamper
collected and we were set to go! 22 members of the Federation had bought tickets to attend this once in
a lifetime celebration and it didn’t disappoint. We located our tables which were situated close to the
stage where the speeches would take place and we really had front seat views, in fact everybody could
see and feel a part of the day’s celebrations.
Knowing that the event was being televised, it was no surprise to hear the familiar voice of Clare Balding
welcoming the charity representatives to The Patron’s Lunch and to introduce us to the many participants
who were to parade along The Mall that morning. A second parade would conclude the day….and this
time we would find our banner!

The parade whipped up an excitement as military bands, dancers and representatives from the many
charities joined the electric festival-themed atmosphere.
It was then time to enjoy the contents of our hampers, and believe me we were not disappointed and yes,
it started to brighten up. Our hamper-style lunches were almost finished when an excitement around the
crowds heralded the arrival of the Royal family onto The Mall, to meet everyone.
Her Majesty The Queen was joined by the Duke of Edinburgh and other members of the Royal Family to
celebrate the occasion. Their Royal Highnesses, The Duke of Cambridge and Prince Harry were JointPresidents of The Patron’s Lunch; honouring the dedication shown by Her Majesty to so many charities
and organisations.
But….who would we get to meet? There was a palpable excitement to see which cars stopped near us and
which Royals would we see….and our wait was not in vain….our members would get to see and meet the
Duke and duchess of Cambridge, aka William and Kate and of course Prince Harry.

One of our attendees had celebrated her 90th Birthday the day before the event and was delighted to be
spoken to by the event organiser Prince Andrew and then the Duchess of Cambridge herself.
May photographs were taken and it was a delight to see the very special welcome given by the young
Royals to the many charities gathered to recognised the un-relenting support and service our Monarch
has given to the community over her 63 year reign.
Then, as if by magic…the rain stopped, the clouds parted and the sun shone to welcome Her Majesty The
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh as they
travelled by motorcade from Buckingham
Palace to Admiralty Arch where the day’s
speeches would be delivered. The Queen
looked resplendent and happy and I am
sure felt the warmth of affection from all
those attending.

A moving speech from Prince William,
which I am sure brought a tear to
everyone’s eye as he concluded ‘Granny,
thank you for everything you have done for
your family, we could not wish you a
happier birthday.’
….and so another memory has been
created for The British and International
Federation of Festivals, not only we were
represented on The Mall, but some of us
even managed to get into OK!
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Social Media
Social media is definitely here to stay. When Facebook was first launched in 2004, we could not have
anticipated how influential the use of social media would become. Fast forward to 2016 and the variety of
social media platforms are expanding and evolving. Now Facebook sits alongside LinkedIn, WhatsApp,
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, Snapchat to name just a few. They all offer amazing opportunities to
connect and share with others. They are also powerful tools to advertise and promote ourselves. We can
now instantly connect, promote and share with others in a way that was previously impossible.
With any new communication channel there can be pitfalls as well as advantages. Your online behaviour,
who you choose to connect with and what information you share, can have an impact on both your
professional and personal life. Facebook offers the opportunity to connect with old friends and make new
ones. However, could an adjudicator’s Facebook friendship with a performer or teacher at a festival have
the potential to undermine public confidence in the impartiality of that adjudicator?

It for this reason that the Federation issued our Online Safety Policy in 2014. The aim of this policy is to
provide a clear framework and best practice guidance in relation to the use of social media by our
members.
The Online Safety Policy is provided to all members in the ‘Organising A Festival’ pack. You can also look
at a copy here: http://www.federationoffestivals.org.uk/organising-a-festival-legal-compliance/.
Key points from the policy are:











Only contact children and young people for professional reasons.
Do not share personal information such as telephone numbers or email addresses with
children or young people.
Ensure that all communications are transparent and open to scrutiny.
Do not use language which is or could be interpreted as racist, sexist, derogatory,
threatening, abusive or of a sexual nature.
Copy in parents or carers to any text or email communication to children or young people.
For festival members, use a social network site in the name of the festival and not in the
name of an individual associated to the festival.
Do not post information which could bring our Festivals, Adjudicators, Accompanists or the
Federation into disrepute.
Careful consideration should be given as to who should be included as ‘friends’ on social
networking platforms such as Facebook.
Consider your privacy setting and review these frequently.
Be aware of your digital footprint – information on the web may stay there forever!

If you cannot access a copy of the full Online Safety policy or would like an additional copy, please contact
Festivals House on 01625 428297 or email info@federationoffestivals.org.uk

In Memory Of
We are very sad to announce the death of Peter Simmonds who
passed away on 23rd December 2015.
During over 50 years with Kingston upon Thames Festival of the
Performing Arts, the major part of that serving on the Committee,
he fulfilled many roles and made a major contribution.
Peter became involved with the Dance Section when his own
daughters were taking part. He gradually took over that Section
and then later ran the Speech & Drama Section with his wife Rosemarie. He has served the Festival as Treasurer and as Chairman
(from 1991-1996). He was made Honorary Vice-President in 1997.
He also served on the Kingston Arts Council for many years.
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The Elena Cobb Star Prize
We are delighted to announce the following winners of the Elena Cobb Star Prize.

Blackburn Festival of Music, Speech and Dance
Advanced:

Matilda Prescott-Jones

Hounslow Festival of Music, Speech and Dance
Beginners:
Charlie Trentham
Intermediate: Ruby Ardron
Elena Cobb is working with the Federation to help provide direct financial support for up to 10 Festivals to
include two or three new piano classes in their 2017 Syllabus. Each participating Festival will receive
funding to cover the costs of:


One three hour Adjudicator session to include the two or three Elena Cobb classes
 A £50 cash prize for the winner of each Elena Cobb class
 A high quality Elena Cobb Star Prize badge and certificate for the winner of each class
More information can be found at http://www.federationoffestivals.org.uk/elena-cobb-star-prize/. If you
would like to take up this opportunity then please contact Festivals House.

Flying the Safeguarding Flag
This month we are delighted to announce that the following Festivals have now completed their implementations of our new safeguarding approach and can fly the safeguarding flag:


Gravesham Performing Arts Festival



Suffolk Festival of Performing Arts



Weymouth Dance Festival



Woking Music Festival



Worksop Music And Drama Festival

The British and International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen

Festivals House,
198 Park Lane, Macclesfield
Cheshire, SK11 6UD
Phone: 01625 428297 / 611578

Email:
Web:
Twitter:
Facebook:
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